
 

 

 
October 15, 2014 

 

Dear Parents: 

We were recently informed that a Zemmer student and football player has become ill and may potentially 
have a form of meningitis. Since learning of the situation, we have been investigating along with the 
Lapeer County Health Department. We have learned that there are no confirmed cases of meningitis 
identified in Lapeer County and there are no additional precautions that are required or advised 
at this time.   

We want to provide you with accurate information in case you learn of this situation and become 
concerned. 

There are several forms of meningitis, including bacterial and viral. Many of each type are not a danger 
to others than the one infected. The most dangerous of the bacterial meningitis infections can be spread 
when bacteria is passed from one person to another by direct contact with discharges from the nose, 
throat and mouth. While it is not spread through the air, it can be spread by kissing, sharing drinking 
glasses or pop bottles and other contact that involves person-to-person exposure to saliva or mucus. 
Symptoms include sudden onset of fever (between 100 and 104 degrees), intense headache, nausea and 
often vomiting and a stiff or very painful neck. If you notice any of these symptoms with your child, 
please follow-up with your doctor or emergency room.   

In light of the many recent health-related concerns being reported, we want to take this opportunity to 
remind parents that the district has a set of procedures and protocols in place to quickly initiate and 
respond to any potential concern regarding communicable diseases. Working in conjunction with Lapeer 
County health officials, we consider the unique and specific circumstances of each potential concern to 
jointly develop an appropriate response to the concern including any necessary cleaning precautions as 
well as communication with staff and families. We can assure you that the health and safety of our 
students and staff is of primary concern and we will continue to work collaboratively with our county 
partners to keep you informed.  

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew T. Wandrie  
Superintendent 
 
 
 


